Adoption of appropriate, well recognized research methods
Triangulation via use of different methods, different types of informants and different sites Data triangulation was ensured was ensured by collecting data through one on one interviews, assessors feedback and detailed notes. Investigator triangulation was undertaken in that the authors together possessed knowledge in PT, admissions programs, and qualitative inquiry.
Tactics to help ensure honesty in informants Anonymity was ensured; the study posed no threats to person or career
Iterative questioning in data collection dialogues Open-ended questions were used in the interview. Prompts and questions were developed in response to participant responses. Following the interviews, participants were given the opportunity to add additional comments or information to the transcript of their interview. Data was collected until saturation was reached.
Negative case analysis We carried out a comparative analysis of two scoring systems (RBS and CBS)
Debriefing sessions between researcher and superiors Research project and the findings were discussed by the authors and reported regularly to the Admissions Committee for their comment
Peer scrutiny of project The study protocol was reviewed by university ethics review board; and informally by the developers of the MMI at McMaster University; finally, the research project and the findings were reported to Faculty Council;
Description of background, qualifications and experience of the researcher AJB has been a physical therapist since 1971 with substantial experience as clinician, administrator, educator, and researcher. She has extensive knowledge of the physical therapy community in this location and also knows the curriculum and the requirements of the MPT program. AJB participated as an interviewer using traditional interview for 26 years. She helped to develop, implement, administer, and analyze the MMI interviews for applicants 2007 -11 and 2013. IvdS has been a physical therapist since 1985 with substantial experience as clinician, educator, and researcher. As faculty member since September 2010 and Admission Committee member for the last three years, she has been involved in administration of the MMI.
JB comes from an evidence synthesis and qualitative methods background. She has worked at the School of PT as a research assistant; however, she is neither involved with MPT admissions, MMI interviewing or faculty council.
Member checks of data collected and interpretations/theories formed Transcripts and summary of research findings were sent to participants for member checking Thick description of phenomenon under scrutiny Direct quotes from participants were used to describe phenomenon Examination of previous research to frame findings Research findings concerning the use and scoring of the MMI are situated within the current literature in the area.
Transferability
Provision of background data to establish context of study and detailed description of phenomenon in question to allow comparisons to be made Detailed background information and provision of context was provided to allowed transferability of findings. The MMI is a commonly used tool for admission to health sciences programs in Canada, and these results may be transferable to other programs especially physical therapy schools in Canada.
Dependability
Employment of "overlapping methods" Overlap of data collection methods and authors thematic coding and interpretation. See "Methods" section in article
In-depth methodological description to allow study to be repeated Detailed descriptions provided and additional materials (e.g. rubric for CBS, specific training on method, and interview guide) are available on request
Confirmability
Triangulation to reduce effect of investigator bias Investigator and data triangulation, see "Triangulation via use of different methods, different types of informants and different sites"
Admission of researcher's beliefs and assumptions Based on feedback from five years of MMI, AJB and IvdS became concerned with the accuracy of the rank-based system and hold the assumption that the criterion based system is more accurate than a ranking system. However, AJB and IvdS also hold strong commitment to evidence based practice and willingness to be led by study findings.
Recognition of shortcomings in study's methods and their potential effects Study was pragmatic in concert with the admission process -and greater attention to qualitative methodology should have be given
In-depth methodological description to allow integrity of research results to be scrutinized See "Methods" section in article
Diagrams to demonstrate "audit trail" Notes were kept documenting methodological decisions, contextual notes, analytic comments, and information pertaining to the processes and progress of the study * Reflective commentary not applied
